To:  Purchia,  Liz[Purchia. Liz@epa.gov] 

Cc:  Press[Press@epa.gov];  Valentine,  Julia[Valentine. Julia@epa.gov];  Daguillard, 

Robert[Daguillard. Robert@epa.gov];  McGrath,  Shaun[McGrath. Shaun@epa.gov] 

From:  Melissa  Harrison 

Sent:  Sun  8/16/2015  3:26:40  AM 

Subject:  Re:  EPA  Statement  on  San  Juan  River  Data  from  Gold  King  Mine  Release 

FYI.  We  have  all  been  talking  to  him  and  doing  the  best  we  can.  He's  asking  questions  we  just 
don't  have  answers  for.  Rich  is  working  what  he  can  through  the  region. 

Melissa  Harrison 
Press  Secretary 
EPA 

Office:  (202)  564-8421 
Mobile:  (202)  697-0208 

Harrison.Melissa@epa.gov 


On  Aug  15,  2015,  at  6:37  PM,  Brown,  Matthew  <MBrown@ap.org>  wrote: 


Resending  to  CC  AP'a  Michael  Biesecker  in  Washington. 

Can  you  please  provide  corresponding  human  risk  and  aquatic  life  risk  criteria  to 
correspond  to  the  contaminants  listed  in  sampling  results?  Also,  can  you  please  provide 
some  characterization  of  dangers,  or  lack  thereof  posed  by  the  levels  indicated  in  the 
results? 

Without  those  details  it  is  difficult  to  interpret  what  the  EPA  is  saying,  and  the  information 
in  raw  form  would  appear  to  serve  little  purpose. 

This  is  something  that  you  should  do  on  an  ongoing  basis. 

The  Associated  Press  also  has  a number  of  outstanding  questions  that  have  been  pending 
forest  of  the  week  that  have  not  been  answered.  Please  provide  answers  to  those  questions 
in  a timely  manner. 

Thanks  for  your  time  and  help, 

Matt  Brown 

Matthew  Brown 

Associated  Press  Correspondent 

Billings,  MT 

phone-406  896  1528 

mobile-406  696  4213 

mbrown@ap.org 

On  Aug  15,  2015,  at  3:35  PM,  "EPA  Media  Relations"  <noreplv-subscriptions@epa.gov> 
wrote: 
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CONTACT: 

press@epa.gov 

(970)  812-3351 


FOR  IMMEDIATE  RELEASE 

August  15,  2015 

U.S.  EPA  Statement  on  San  Juan  River  Data  from  Gold  King  Mine  Release 

SHIPROCK,  NEW  MEXICO  - Today,  U.S.  EPA  released  additional  water  quality  data  from  Aug.  7 
to  Aug.  9,  2015,  on  the  San  Juan  River  between  Farmington  and  Shiprock,  New  Mexico.  The  August 
7 data  was  collected  for  baseline  purposes  to  understand  river  conditions  at  the  Hogback  monitoring 
location,  prior  to  the  impact  of  the  upstream  contaminants  from  the  Gold  King  Mine  release 

To  assess  the  impacts  of  the  release  at  the  Gold  King  Mine,  water  quality  samples  were  collected  at 
four  locations  for  24  metals.  Each  surface  water  sample  was  analyzed  for  metals  including  arsenic, 
cadmium,  lead  and  mercury. 

Due  to  the  highly  variable  conditions  typical  of  this  segment  of  the  river,  additional  testing  will  be 
conducted,  and  we  continue  to  work  closely  with  the  Navajo  Nation  EPA  on  assessing  drinking 
water,  agriculture,  livestock,  and  other  critical  water  needs. 

More  information  here: 

http://www2.epa.Qov/aoldkinqmine/Qold-kinq-mine-data-auaust-15-2015 

http://www2.epa.qov/aoldkinamine/epa-statement-water-auaiitv-data-collected-san-iuan-river- 

between-farminaton-and 

For  additional  information  on  the  response  to  the  Gold  King  Mine  release 

www.epa.qov/qoldkinqmine 

R21 1 


If  you  would  rather  not  receive  future  communications  from  Environmental  Protection  Agency,  let  us  Know  by  clicking  here 
Environmental  Protection  Agency,  1200  Pennsylvania  Avenue  NW,  Washington,  DC  20460  United  States 

The  information  contained  in  this  communication  is  intended  for  the  use 
of  the  designated  recipients  named  above.  If  the  reader  of  this 
communication  is  not  the  intended  recipient,  you  are  hereby  notified 
that  you  have  received  this  communication  in  error,  and  that  any  review, 
dissemination,  distribution  or  copying  of  this  communication  is  strictly 
prohibited.  If  you  have  received  this  communication  in  error,  please 
notify  The  Associated  Press  immediately  by  telephone  at  +1-212-621-1898 
and  delete  this  email.  Thank  you. 

[IPUSDISC] 


msk  dccc60c6d2c3a6438f0cf467d9a4938 
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